CHAPTER  LXXIII

INDIA AND WORLD PEACE

The better mind of the world desires today not ab-
solutely independent States warring one against another,
but a federation of friendly interdependent States. The
consummation of that event may be far off. I want to
make no grand claim for our country. But I see nothing
grand or impossible about our expressing our readiness
for universal interdependence rather than independence.
Toung India, 26-12-'24

My ambition is much higher than independence.
Through the deliverance of India, I seek to deliver the
so-called weaker races of the earth from the crushing
heels of Western exploitation. Indians coining to her
own will mean every nation doing likewise.
Toung India, 12-1-'28

This I know that if India comes to her own demon-
strably through non-violent means, India will never
want to carry a vast army5 an equally grand navy and a
grander air force. If her self-consciousness rises to the
height necessary to give her a non-violent victory in her
fight for freedom, the world values will have changed
and most of the paraphernalia of war would be found to
be useless. Such an India may be a mere dream, a
childish folly. But such in my opinion is undoubtedly
the implication of an India's becoming free through
non-violence. When that freedom comes... it will have
come through a gentlemanly understanding with Great
Britain. But then it will not be an imperialistic, haughty
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